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--------Vicar’s Message-------- 
 

Grace, peace, and the love of our Lord Jesus Christ always be with you. 

 

     Our church enjoys some beautiful members and prospers because of their love and service 

and generosity.  Their spirit comes from the presence of the Holy Spirit in their lives. How easy 

it is to detect those that put Christ first in their lives. They work tirelessly to make sure that 

Christ’s work, His church St. Bartholomew’s, represents His Kingship and Kingdom on earth. 

Glory to God for His inspirational work in those that make St. Bartholomew’s a church for 

everyone. 

     I pray that each of our members receive the power that only the Father can give that sets 

hearts on fire for their church.  

    A while back I had set a goal for our church. The goal was to raise the funds needed to give a 

well to provide clean water to a community in much need of clean water. The cost of this well is 

$5000.00.  We have raised about $2000. This is a test of our resolve to make a difference beyond 

our immediate needs. It is particularly important to me because I believe that just because a 

church is small doesn’t mean that it can’t do big deeds of charity. The achievement of this goal 

requires effort, sacrifice, and dedication . . .and its gift is love. We need the Holy Spirit to help us 

reach this goal. We need the Holy Spirit to set hearts on fire to meet this goal. Please pray often 

with me for the help of the Holy Spirit to meet this goal. Please pray. 

     In case you have not noticed we have been blessed with several new families that have been 

considering St. Bart’s to be their church home. I love our visiting families and I need each of our 

regular members to take time to welcome our visitors. Make sure that we sit with them during 

coffee hour to answer their questions about the church. There is no such thing as a stranger at St. 

Bart’s. Please make an effort to seek out members that you don’t know. Who knows, they could 
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bring something special into your life. Let’s not be a church of strangers to each other. Our 

strength has to be our genuine love and care for every one of God’s people in our church. 

     You have probably noticed that we have received several items from the closure of St. 

Michael’s in Gainesville. We grieve the closure of a church in our region. We will honor the 

items we received and ask the Lord to bless them for our use. A special thank you to the several 

workers that have moved the items from St. Michael’s to St. Bart’s. I know you made several 

trips, carried some very heavy loads, and did an outstanding job. Thank you. 

     Finally, at the recent visit of our Bishop to St. Bart’s he asked my wife Beth if she would 

organize the historical records of the Diocese and thought that St. Bart’s could well be the 

historical center of the Diocese. We are still figuring out just what this means and the resources 

we will need. If you have a love for history and would like to assist in this work please contact 

Beth or myself.  

     Happy New Year to everyone and many blessings be on each of you for a glorious year 

with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

Much love in Christ,    fr lance                      

 
*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*                                              
Editor’s Note 
 We hope you are enjoying the Newsletter and we welcome your comments and suggestions.   

Deadline for next issue is January 22, 2018. 
Contact: Annette Jones - (386) 454-8585   pgrscoot97@aol.com  

 

 
 

From our Senior Warden...    Charles Jones  386-454-

8585 

 

 

 

Well, it is that time again, when we make New Year’s Resolutions. We (mostly all of us) 

make them and most all of us do not keep them, but our intentions are good.  

One of the most popular resolutions many have made is to quit smoking, and most of us 

have kept that one. Resolve to lose weight? Forget it! With all the good cooks in the St. 

Bart’s family, this is not likely.  

How about a resolution not to miss church? That is an easy one for most of us.  

My wife and I are planning to get back to our morning walks and would not be surprised 

to see Marge D. out on the High Springs Vita Course too. Come join us and stretch your 

legs. 

I hope some of you will resolve to help Cornelia with snacks after church, and our Junior 

Warden, Richard, would not refuse anyone who resolves to help with the cleaning of the 
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church or the mowing of the grounds.   

Cherie could certainly use help with VBS and Sunday School. Remember, our Youth are 

our future.  

You could consider submitting items you have found interesting to the monthly 

newsletter…and I could go on and on. There are many things going on in our wonderful 

church family in which you could resolve to become a part.   

Again, Happy New Year, good luck with your resolutions, and God bless each of you. 
 

 

 

This month, the first in a new year ahead of us,  the newsletter will include some inspirational 
quotes under the title “Shoot for the Moon” 
 
Set your sights high, the higher the better. Expect the most wonderful things to 
happen, not in the future but right now. Realize that nothing is too good. Allow 
absolutely nothing to hamper you or hold you up in any way. 
         ~Eileen Caddy 
 

-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*- 
 

 

 

 Hostess List for                

January        
   

   Jan 1 –   Potluck                             Jan 8 – Cornelia   

         

                                                   Jan 15 – Jane/Lisa               

           

     Jan 22 –   Ben/Gregg/Sharon              Jan 29 – Cari/Ruthanne 

 

Note:  If you would like to volunteer to bring a light snack and drink for after one 10 am 

Church Service, please contact Cornelia Swann at 386-454-3505.   

 

-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*- 
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      Our aspirations are our possibilities. 
                                               ~ Dr. Samuel Johnson  
 

-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*- 
 
 

             Lessons for January   

January 1st:  Numbers 6:22-27; Psalm 8; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17 

             8th:  Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29 ; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17                                            
           15th : Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-12; 1Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42                  
             22nd:  Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 5-13; 1Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23   

   29th:  Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 5:1-12 
 
 

           
                                                           

                    
 

   Childrens Activities and Family Fellowship   
Sunday School Teaching Schedule for 10am Services: 

 
January 1st:  No Sunday School – 
Christmas Break 
 
January 8th:  Cherie    
   Betty 

 
January 15th: Sheryl 
         Ben 
 
January 22nd: Cherie 
   Betty 
 
January 29th: Ben 
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   Cornelia                                                                 
        
Upcoming Children & Youth Events:                         

                                                                                   

Pageant participants, Dec. 18, 2017 
~ Wed. Jan. 4th – Youth Group at 7pm 
 
~ Wed. Jan. 11th – Youth Group at 7pm 
 

~ Wed. Jan. 18th – Youth Group at 7pm 
 
~ Wed. Jan. 25th – Club 326 
 
~ Sun. Jan. 29th – Chili Cook-Off Fundraiser at 3pm 

 Make the most of the best and the least of the worst. 
                          ~Robert Louis Stevenson 

 

-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-* 
 

     January Birthdays                        Anniversaries in January     

 
Jan 5 – Betty Anne Ayers 26 – Mike Wright         None known 
     10 – Cornelia Swann 26 – Zach Horne           
      12 – Ken Hornby         
      22 – Carla Tibbitts     
 
 Congratulations to Each of YOU!  If your name does not appear here, please contact your Editor.    
 
 

Mission Board Notes 
Your Mission Board met on December 11th . Following are points of interest: 
 

 St. Bartholomew’s will hold their Annual Meeting on February 19, 2017, following the 
10am service.  At this meeting Wes Marston  and Joe Scianimanico will be rotating off 
the Mission Board and  2 new members will be elected for a 3 year term. If you have 
someone you wish to nominate, here are the criteria: the person must be confirmed 
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or received into the Episcopal Church, be a pledging member of St. Bart’s and must 
have given consent to nomination. 

 A new church directory, without pictures, will be prepared after the Christmas Holiday 
under the leadership of Carol Griffin, our volunteer church administrator.   

 Cherie Harris, our Youth Director, reported that a Chili Cook-Off  Fundraiser is 
tentatively scheduled for 3pm on Sunday, January 29, 2017. 

 St. Bart’s has been the recipient of paraphernalia from St. Michael’s Church in 
Gainesville due to the closing of that facility. Thanks to Ed Shiver, Ben Hill,  and  
Joe Scianimanico, who packed and moved these items. 

 Securing s Supply Priest is difficult, and if someone from our congregation leads a 
Morning Prayer Service, should our priest be unavailable, they must attend the 
Bishop’s training session for lay leaders. 

 Our official church website, http://stbarts-highsprings.org  is up and running. If you 
have expertise in this area, or would like to help keep the site up to date, please 
contact Carol Griffin or Jane Woodward who could use your help in this ministry.   

 

Chalice Bearers/Acolytes         Lay Readers  
         January            January 

 

1/1  - Margaret/ Zach           1/1 –  Charles Jones 

                                                                                   Betty Anne Ayers  

1/8 – Wes/ Gabby                1/8 –  Debra Wright 

          Beth Treese 

1/15 – Gregg/ Sam                                       1/15 – Carol Ellis  

                                                                                   Tracie Halbrook 

1/22 – Annette/ Gabby              1/22 – Annette Jones 

                                                                                   Gregg Pelfrey 

1/29 – Margaret/ Sam             1/29 – Samantha Shiver 

                            Margaret Palmer 

-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-   
Children’s Prayer 
Submitted 

  

Back when my four kids were little, I wanted to make faith a part of 
their everyday lives. But the traditional prayer “Now I lay me down to 
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sleep…” made me uneasy. I didn’t want my children to lie in bed scared, 
wondering about the line “If I should die before I wake.” 

 I did a little research into other versions and then had an idea—why not 
write my own? I came up with a bedtime prayer that’s a bit more upbeat. 

 
God love you and keep you all through the night. 
And guide and direct you all the days of your life. 
May the love of Jesus shine through you smiling eyes 
And laughing voices. 
And may you witness to His love each and every day, 

In everything you do and in everything you say. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 
 
 The prayer’s become a family tradition. It’s the one my nine 
grandchildren say at night. One of my sons, a pastor, even shared it with his 

congregation! Knowing this prayer means so much to them is one of God’s 
unexpected delights. 
Every great dream begins with a dreamer, always remember, you have within you the 
strength, the patience, and the passion to reach for the stars to change the world. 
        --Harriet Tubman 

-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*- 
 

Cursillo #137 Co-ed Weekend: March 17 - 19, 2017 
RECTORA:  Cherie Harris, St. Bartholomew's, High Springs 

Candidate application deadline is February 17, 2017 

Cursillo is an important, powerful ministry in our Diocese.  In an effort to make Cursillo more 

accessible, affordable, and to encourage attendance, we will pilot a new two-day, coed option on 

March 17-19, 2017.  All required Cursillo teachings will still be included, yet now in a shorter 

format.  We will begin on a Friday evening, instead of the normal Thursday evening, and end 

late Sunday afternoon.   

The more compact weekend is being offered as an option, however, it is important to know the 

original three-day Cursillo weekend (Thursday evening to late Sunday afternoon) will not go 

away.  It will remain in place and be available for those who seek the classic format.   

The objective of the Cursillo movement is to make Christian community possible in 

neighborhoods, parishes, work situations and other places where people live the greater part of 

their lives. It attempts to make it possible for anyone in the world to live a Christian life in a 

natural way. 

Visit the following website to register: 

http://diocesefl.org/mission-ministry/diocesan-ministries/cursillo/online-registration.aspx 
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Cursillo truly changed my life.  It taught me how God sees me, showed me His love in a 

powerful way, and taught me that I have a whole community of brothers & sisters outside of my 

church family who will love & support me throughout my faith journey.  If you are interested in 

attending Cursillo, please ask Father Lance or myself for more information. 

<><  Cherie Harris 

-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*- 
 

Found in the 1999 St Bart’s Newsletter “ The Mustard Seed” 
 

The First Sermon 
 

The first sermon preached each Sunday is not by the priest, but by you. 
You preach a message of good cheer when you say “Good Morning” to those you 
meet as you are parking, or in the hallway or classroom. 
You preach a message of welcome when you slide over in the pew instead of 
forcing others to squeeze in front of you. 
You preach a message of hope and joy when you sing the hymns and service 
music. 
You preach a message about the power of prayer when you help a visitor find his 
place in the Prayer Book. 
You preach a message of respect when you listen attentively while the anthem is 
sung. 
You preach a message of love when you smile and say “Hello” and introduce 
yourself to a visitor. 
You preach a message about the importance of the scriptures when you listen 
carefully to the day’s texts. 
Many messages are preached before the priest stands to share the sermon. If 
your message is positive, faithful and consistent, then the message from the 
pulpit will be more effective. 
Come to church this Sunday and every Sunday, prepared to preach your best 
sermon. 
-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*- 
 
And just for fun: 

 



9 

 

 

After Christmas 

Twas the month after Christmas, and all through the house 

Nothing would fit me, not even a blouse. 

The cookies I’d nibbled, the eggnog I’d taste 

At the holiday parties had gone to my waist. 

When I got on the scales there arose such a number! 

When I walked to the store (less a walk than a lumber.) 

I’d remember the marvelous meals I’d prepared; 

The gravies and sauces and beef nicely rared, 

The wine and rum balls, the bread and the cheese 

And the way I’d never said, “No thank you, please.” 

As I dressed my self in my husband’s old shirt 

And prepared once again to do battle with dirt 

I said to myself, as only I can 

“You can’t spend a winter disguised as a man!” 

So away with the last of the sour cream dip, 

Get rid of the fruitcake, every cracker and chip 

Every last bit of food that I like must be banished 

“Till all the additional ounces have vanished. 

I won’t have a cookie – not even a lick. 

I’ll want only to chew on a long celery stick. 
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I won’t have hot biscuits, or corn bread, or pie, 

I’ll munch on a carrot and quietly cry. 

I’m hungry, I’m lonesome, and life is bore 

But isn’t that what January is for? 

Unable to giggle, no longer a riot. 

Happy New Year to all and to all a good diet! 

    


