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Christ Is Born!
_______________

Vicar’s Message
Merry Christmas
Grace, peace and the love of our Lord Jesus Christ be upon our St. Bart’s families.
The seasons of Advent and Christmas are with us this month and what a wonderful time of
the year it is for all Christians. We finished the season of Pentecost with our Lord reminding us
that in him we have nothing to fear for not one hair on our heads will be lost. Christ comes into
the world as God’s ultimate gift to us. The gift of his very own Son to show us that there is an
alternative to a life that perishes into eternal nothing or worse. That alternative is an eternal life
full of energy, joy, and love. Faith in Christ, trusting and obeying and loving Christ are what it
costs. You do not need money or achievements or be born into some special family to receive
this gift.
Many view Christmas as a stressful time in life as they try to please everybody and
themselves with the perfect gift. As I look at our attic, garage, and closets I see a lot of those
perfect gifts gathering dust or rusting. I wonder often of where I can put the stuff so that I can
make room for other stuff. It seems to me that the perfect gift is one I can use and enjoy every
day and takes up no space to store it. I will let you use your wisdom to figure what that gift is.
Our Thanksgiving Sunday was a special day as we gave thanks to our God for sustaining our
St. Bart’s family. There was an abundance of food as well a wonderful number of members
attending. All the tables were full and the conversation among members was great. I hope that
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looking around each of our members realized that we are strong and united for Jesus Christ as a
church. All our members are great and beautiful! Thank you to the many helping hands that
made the celebration so successful.
Please mark on your calendars to make a special effort to come to the 10 am service on the
first Sunday in Advent, December 1st. We will be dedicating our new Advent Candles to the
Lundy family in special remembrance of Ed Lundy. There is a story to these candles that I will
share with you on that Sunday.
Our Christmas Eve service is at 7 pm on Tuesday, December 24th. As a reminder we do not
have a Christmas day service. Our Christmas Pageant Sunday will be on the Third Sunday in
Advent, December 15th that means we should green the church not later than Saturday,
December 14th; details to follow.
Beth, Zach, and I wish all the members of our St. Bart’s family a very merry Christmas and a
happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year.
Much love to all, fr lance+
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Editor’s Note
We hope you are enjoying the Newsletter and we welcome your comments and suggestions.
Deadline for next issue is December 15, 2019.
Contact: Annette Jones - (386) 454-8585 or pgrscoot97@aol.com

From our Senior Warden...

Carol Griffin 386-497-2292

December was always a busy month in our family when I was
growing up. We had three birthdays (one on Christmas Eve),
numerous activities (including baking cookies, decorating, pageants
and always “The Nutcracker”), parties and the joy of just being with
the family. It was a magical time and still is, but in a different way. Most of the family members
are no longer with us and the then “Youngsters” are spread out and are seldom all together
anymore but the memories remain. As my brother once wrote; “If you’re of a certain age,
you’ve surely learned by now that the memories forged with family and friends during this
special time of year are the most lasting gifts of all. And if you’re not there yet, well… don’t
despair: these particular gifts are probably still in the mail. They arrive unexpectedly, “timereleased” presents from the past, returning to offer new meanings, new perspectives missed the
first time around.”
In reality, our most cherished gifts are those we have received from God.
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God” Ephesians 2:8 (NRSV)
“

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” James 1:17 (NRSV)
And remembering always (my personal favorite and most meaningful): “All things come of
Thee, O Lord, and of Thine own have we given Thee.” 1 Chronicles 29:14 (KJV).
December Business:
Last month we began “The Advent Stewardship Drive for 2020”. Your Treasurer, Neil Boyle,
and I are starting the budgeting process this month and need your help. As mentioned last
month, the form is a little different this year. If you did not yet received your pledge form,
those attending the 8:00 service should see me and those attending 10:00, please check with
the Ushers or Neil. If you would like the pledge form mailed to you, send either Neil or me an
email. Thank you for making our job easier with your prompt return of your support pledge for
St. Bart’s.
Another point of business is the Directory. I would ask that each of you check to make sure the
information we have for you is correct. There are some corrections that need to be made and
we will be sending out an email with the corrections we have to-date this month.
Wishing you all a very joyous Christmas and Blessings in the New Year.
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In last December’s BartholoMewsings, I included the following “Godwink” from my personal
experience after the loss of Jane in 2015. I am including it again this year in remembrance of the
saints of St. Bartholomew’s that are experiencing their “First Christmas in Heaven” with hope
that it will bring solace for each of you who lost a loved one this past year. They are all still with
us, but greatly missed.
.
Christmas in Heaven
Dr. Albert Simpson Reitz

I've had my first Christmas in Heaven
A Glorious, wonderful day.
I stood with the saints of the ages,
who found Christ the Truth and the Way.
I sang with the Heavenly Choir:
Just think, I who longed so to sing!
And oh, what celestial music
we brought to our Savior and King!
We sang the glad songs of redemption,
How Jesus to Bethlehem came,
And how they called His name Jesus,
That all might be saved through His name.
We sang once again with the angels,
The song that they sang that blest morn,
When shepherds first heard the glad story
That Jesus, the Savior, was born.
Oh, how I wish you had been there:
No Christmas on earth could compare
With all the rapture and glory
We witnessed in Heaven so fair.
You know how I always loved Christmas;
It seemed such a wonderful day,
with all of my loved ones around me
The children so happy and gay.
Yes, now I can see why I loved it:
And oh, what a joy it will be
When you and my loved ones are with me:
To share in the glories I see.
So dear ones on earth, here's my greeting:
Look up 'til the day dawn appears,
And oh, what a Christmas awaits us,
Beyond all our parting and tears
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The holiday season is almost here! If you still have ordering online to do.
remember Amazon Smile.
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support St
Bartholomew’s every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at
smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection
and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added
bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to St Bart’s.

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-0637899
Note from our Senior Warden: Amazon Smile totaled $78.49 this year (paid quarterly) a nice extra
bonus and gift to St. Bart's from all our Amazon Shoppers.
*************************************************************************************************

Hostess List for December
Dec 1 – Potluck
Dec 15 – Carol/ Susan

Dec 8 – Cornelia/ Ruthann
Dec 22 – Jane/ Nancy

Dec 29 – Sharon P/ Sharon S
Note: If you would like to volunteer to bring a light snack and drink for after one 10 AM
Church Service, please contact Nancy Brewer at 386-496-3445.
*************************************************************************************************

Christmas Flowers for the Altar
Wouldn’t you like to see our church decorated with beautiful poinsettias during
Christmas? If you would like to provide one or more plants to be used in this
way, please fill out one of the Poinsettia Order Forms available in this newsletter
and also in the Parish Hall, and turn it in or mail it , along with your check or cash.
Your poinsettias will be ordered as soon after the first of December as they
become available. (Your plants can be taken home after Christmas.)
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Chalice Bearers -December

Lay Readers –December

12/1 -- Annette

12/1 – Debra Wright

12/8 – Margaret

12/8 – Samantha Shiver

12/15 -- Neil

12/15 – Youth

12/22 -- Wes

12/22 – Beth Treese

12/24 -- Gregg

12/24 – Annette & Charles Jones

12/29 -- Cherie

12/29 – Margaret Palmer

*************************************************************************************************
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Dec 4 – Steven J Lewis
26 – Chris Hansen
5 – Trevor Ellis
30 – Tracie Munn
8 – Michelle Shiver
10 – Zemira Young
12 – Anne Lundy
17 – Cindy Hinote
22 – Danielle Marston

13 – Nancy & Ken Davies
20 – Susan & David Hansen
22 – Dawn & John Fifer
24 – Alma & Art Moegenberg

25 – Jesus
Congratulations to Each of YOU! If your name does not appear here, please contact your Editor to have
it added for next time.

************************************************************************************************************

NOTE: There will be a Mission Board Meeting, Sunday December
8th, after the 10am service.
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Advent Wreath
What the Advent Candles Symbolize
The Candles symbolize that Jesus is the Light of the World.
There are four candles, one for each Sunday leading to Christmas and a fifth candle for
Christmas day. The four Sunday candles are usually tapers. There are variations in the coloring
of the candles, often there are three purple and one pink candle. Occasionally, all of the candles
are purple. The central candle is usually a large white pillar candle.
The purple represents repentance. The pink symbolizes joy. The central candle is called the
Christ candle and is not lit until Christmas day. When you light the candle it is customary to read
a few verses of scripture that relate to meaning of the candle.
The First Candle (The Candle of Prophecy/Hope)
The first candle is sometimes called the candle of prophecy because it symbolizes the promises
the prophets delivered as messages from God; promises that foretold Christ’s birth. Others
consider the candle to be a symbol of the hope we have in Christ and so it is called the Hope
candle.
The Second Candle (The Candle of the Way)
The second candle shows that Christ is the Way. Christians are lost in sin and Christ is the Light
sent into the world to show them the way out of darkness.
The Third Candle (The Candle of Joy)
The third candle indicates that the only lasting Joy to be found in life on earth is through Christ.
All other joy is fleeting and does not last.
The Fourth Candle (The Candle of Peace)
The fourth candle reminds that Jesus comes to bring Peace to both the world and to people’s
hearts. Without Christ there is no peace in this world.
The Fifth Candle (The Christ Candle or Christmas Candle)
The fifth candle represents Christ himself who is born to save people from their sins. It is a
celebration of the fulfillment of prophecy as represented in Christ’s birth and hope in the final
fulfillment when Christ comes again and Christians join him.
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Childrens Activities and Family Fellowship
Sunday School Teaching Schedule for 10am Services:
Dec. 1st:

Sam
Betty

Dec. 8th:

Ben
Sheryl

Dec. 15th:

No Sunday School – Pageant!!

Dec. 22nd:

Cherie
Sam

Dec. 29th:

Sheryl
Cornelia

Upcoming Children & Youth Events:
~ Wed. Dec. 4th at 7pm: Youth Group Meeting
~ Wed. Dec. 11th at 7pm: Pageant Rehearsal
~ Wed. Dec. 18th at 7pm: Youth Group Meeting
~ Wed. Dec. 25th: MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!
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ST BART’S ANNUAL THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION

Oh what a feast!

Oh what
fellowship!
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… Thank you to all
who participated!

Photos of Jane Woodward
*************************************************************************************************


December 1st:
8th:
15th:
22th:
24th:
29th:

Lessons for December



Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44
Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7,18-19; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12
Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:4-9; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11
Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7,16-18; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25
Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98; Hebrews 1:1-4,(5-12); John 1:1-14
Isaiah 61:10—62:3; Psalm 147; Galatians 3:23-25; John 1:1-18

*************************************************************************************************

ngels Without Wings
Have you noticed the newly cleaned flower beds outside the Parish Hall and the
beautiful flowers placed in them? Our “angels” for December are responsible!
They spent hours pulling, digging, trimming, and planting, and now we have the results
of their labors to enjoy.

Our Angels without Wings for this month are….
Diane Shimek and Ruthann Swanson
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Thanks to Lisa Rhan for this lovely poem which she shared after seeing the
beautiful improvements to our church garden.
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St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church
Poinsettia Order Form
Name_______________________________________________
Telephone number____________________________________
Number of poinsettia plants ordered at a cost of

$10.00

each___________________. Check or cash must accompany
order. Make checks payable to “St. Bartholomew’s and put “poinsettia” in memo
line.
Turn completed form in to church office or mail to:
St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church
PO Box 906
High Springs, FL 32655

Is your plant in honor ?_________ or in memory ?___________
Name of loved one____________________________________
Thank you for your order. These poinsettia plants will be used to beautify our
sanctuary during the Christmas Holiday. You may take them home after Christmas.
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