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         April 2021, Vol. XII, Issue 4
--------Vicar Message--------
Our hope is securely anchored in the steadfast promises of Jesus Christ.

     It has been over a year since the COVID virus entered the lives of our community, the church, and our families. We followed whatever guidance we received and published a protocol with various restrictions allowing us to resume in person worship. We had to stop worship in our historic sanctuary and take up worshiping in our parish hall mainly because of social distancing requirements. I thank the Lord for your continued support of our church during these faith-challenging times. 

     Science, a tool given to us by God to relate to his will and purpose, has had a difficult time with this virus. All science, like life, depends on seeking the truth, accepting its consequences, and living by it at all costs. Truth is universal by God’s design. Hope in God’s   promises is founded in the Divine Author’s Truth.  A certain truth is that God calls on us as a faithful community to love and worship Him. That’s what we are going to do. 

     The government of High Springs has issued guidance that where social distancing can’t be achieved for normal operations that facemasks are required. We are not allowed to exceed 50 in any one service where social distancing can’t be achieved. We have two services 8 am and 10 am that should keep out attendance under 50. For the safety of our members we have additional requirements for community worship that we ask you to follow:

Facemasks will be required in all indoor services. We will also continue with our no singing by the congregation requirement; communion in one part only, and avoidance of touching in the passing of the peace. Individuals whose health is compromised are encouraged to stay at home since we can’t guarantee social distancing at all times. Please let us know if you can’t attend so we can include you in our prayers as if you were with us in worship. As always we strongly recommend following other published precautions such as frequent hand washing.
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     With the above guidelines I am very happy to announce that we will be resuming all services in the historic sanctuary commencing Palm Sunday 2021. We will have an 8 am and 10am service Palm Sunday and on Easter Sunday; a 7 pm service Maundy Thursday and Good Friday; 10 am Stations of the Cross on Holy Saturday, and the Great Vigil of Easter at 7 pm Saturday.  With God’s help I look forward to a further relaxation of requirements such as fellowship hour as conditions permit. Let’s make this Holy Week and Easter a special celebration to our great God for his grace, love, and mercy to the members of St. Bartholomew’s.

Much love in Christ,  Lance+

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*
 Editor’s Note
. We hope you are enjoying the Newsletter and we welcome your comments and suggestions.  

Deadline for next issue is April 18th.
Contact: Annette Jones - (386) 454-8585   pgrscoot97@aol.com 
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Mew-sings from the Senior Warden……Carol Griffin  386-497-2292  

This has been a very different Lent and Easter from last year where we had virtual services.   How wonderful it will be to resume services in the Sanctuary.  Although the “Eight o’clockers” have been able to worship in our beautiful church it will be good to get back to some “normalcy”.  We continue to face challenges but are adapting, knowing that we are assured of God’s unfailing love and have faith in His promises made and kept.  We are closest to Him during these times of uncertainty; He is always with us and His love is undisputed as most clearly demonstrated during Easter.  He sent His Son so we could have everlasting life.  

Promise made:
 “5But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”  (Isaiah 53:5-6 NRSV) 

Promise kept:

“2 looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of[a] the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.”  (Hebrews 12:2 NRSV)

Let us face our challenges together in the faith and the knowledge that “13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13 NRSV)

Work will begin on the Memorial Garden at the beginning of May.  This will be a place of solace for church members as well as the High Springs Community.

Planning for the 125th Anniversary Celebration continues and gives each of us the opportunity to work together in aspiring to show our neighbors that St. Bartholomew’s is a vibrant church with welcoming members.  This celebration will require the participation of all church members and we ask that you take this opportunity to use your “gifts” in making this a memorable weekend for all.

St. Bart’s DOK will be distributing Easter cards and treats to the residents of Plantation Oaks Assisted Living in High Springs and Riverwood Assisted Living in Fort White during Holy Week.  We will be sharing the joys and promises of Easter with 85 individuals by letting them know they are valued, remembered and in our prayers.  

Have a Blessed Easter, stay well and God’s Peace to each of you.

Easter Godwink

Greetings!

During these times of incredible uncertainty, it's easy to feel that all is lost and we will never bounce back. But, we must not lose hope. God's got this, and I promise, if you continue to look for the signs, you will see Him everywhere.\Wishing you many blessings this Easter.  Stay safe, stay healthy, stay home.

Good wishes and winks,

SQuire & Louise
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IS THIS AN ACCIDENT?
April 10, 2020 SQuire Rushnell

Is it merely happenstance that on Easter weekend many pine trees sprout little yellow crosses rising to the skies?

Or, is it evidence that the more we open our eyes to see God … all around us ... the more he shows Himself?

And, the more we look for Godwinks ... His direct communications to each of us ... the more we come to know Him?

We’re told that in the Ancient Scriptures: "God confirmed the message by giving signs and wonders."          Heb 2:4

Godwinks and little pine tree sprouts are just two of many supernatural ways in which God talks to us.

Are we listening? Do we look for him?

Good wishes for wondrous Godwinks!

SQuire & Louise
*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*
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          April Birthdays                           Anniversaries in April    [image: image2.wmf]
  April  2 – David Hansen          
  18 – Marsha Bancroft            7 – Pete & Jane Woodward
                                                            
     5 – Kathy Young
          
  18 – Diane Lorincz                 19 – Ruthanne & Maynard Swanson                             
                 6 – FR LANCE                   23 – Eric Diepersloot             25 – Lisa & Bill Rhan
                 8 – Ruthanne Swanson    25 – Gabby Harris           
    29 – Carie & Eric Diepersloot                                 

               14 – Sharon Pelfrey
  26 – Brice Halbrook



               17 – Raiven Young
Congratulations to Each of YOU!  If your name does not appear here, please contact Annette Jones to have it added for next time.
*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*
The Holy Week - What Is the Significance of the 8 Days of Easter?

Liz Kanoy Senior Editor

2021 20 Mar
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Holy Week spans from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday. Do you know what happened on the days leading up to the crucifixion and after? Russ Ramsey, pastor and author, has written a helpful article for The Gospel Coalition titled “Easter Week in Real Time.”
When we celebrate Christmas there is a merrier tone, but when we celebrate Easter (though we should be glad in our hearts) there should be a more serious tone. We need to understand the cost of our happiness and the great sacrifice that made it possible.

Following is the Holy Week, the eight days of Easter, explained in more detail. This will hopefully help your observance of Easter be more meaningful this year.
Day 1. Palm Sunday - A Triumphal Entry and Beginning of The Holy Week

The events of Palm Sunday are found in: Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11, Luke 19:28-44, and John 12:9-19.
Many churches celebrate Palm Sunday, which is the Sunday before Easter; maybe your church had children waving palm branches to help them connect to the story. But while this is a triumphal entry, it is also Jesus’ first step toward His death.

\Matthew 21:4 tells us:

“This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, "Say to the daughter of Zion, 'Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.'"  *The prophecy is cited from Zechariah 9:9 and Isaiah 62:11.

Ramsey writes,

“When Jesus rode into Jerusalem perched on a colt, it was the first time since raising Lazarus from the dead that he’d shown his face in the city.”

Jesus had become somewhat of a celebrity among people who had heard of the miraculous raising of Lazarus from the dead, and they wanted to see Him and treat Him like a king. But Jesus wasn’t arriving to be their king on account of Lazarus; the story of Lazarus would have had the religious leaders in even more of an uproar and determined to put an end to His life, which He knew . . . Jesus’ glory would be greater than that of a local king.
Day 2: The Monday before Easter - Turning the Tables

The events for the Monday before Easter are recorded in Matthew 21:12-22, Mark 11:12-19, and Luke 19:45-48.
Ramsey describes Jerusalem as a beehive, and the triumphal entry was like hitting that angry hive with a stick. If some of the people weren’t angry enough at Jesus’ entry to the city, He would now declare to them their failure to live up to God’s covenant with them. But Jesus was already a marked man as Ramsey remarks.

This is the Monday when Jesus entered the temples and drove out all those who bought and sold things there. Matthew tells us that even upon seeing the wondrous things Jesus did and hearing the children cry out “Hosanna to the Son of David!” the chief priests and scribes were indignant. Their hearts and minds were made up about this man whom they considered the biggest nuisance to ever enter Jerusalem.

But Jesus responds to His disciples’ awe with Scripture from Psalm 8:2,
"...'have you never read,' 'Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies you have prepared praise'?" –Matthew 21:16
Ramsey summarizes, “Much of what the Gospels tell us about Monday centers on the theme of Jesus’s authority—both over the created world and his right to judge it.” Jesus is fulfilling all of the Scriptures; He is the one with the authority in this situation not the religious leaders.
Day 3: The Tuesday before Easter - Teaching in the Temple

The events of the Tuesday before Easter are recorded in Matthew 21:23-26:5, Mark 11:27-14:2, Luke 20:1-22:2, and John 12:37-50.
Jesus spent Tuesday teaching God’s Word in the temple to all who would listen; “But Tuesday afternoon is the last time Jesus publicly teaches in the temple as a free man. His words on this day are his closing argument, his manifesto,” writes Ramsey.

In Matthew 26:1-5 Jesus tells His disciples:

"You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified." Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, and plotted together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. But they said, "Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among the people."

Ramsey explains, “If Monday’s arrival in the temple was an all-inclusive, living parable of cleansing God’s house, Tuesday’s entrance is a direct, verbal confrontation with the appointed leadership.” And as we read in the gospels, the appointed leadership did not take it well.
Day 4: The Wednesday before Easter - A Day of Rest

The events of the Wednesday before Easter are recorded in Matthew 26:6-16, Mark 14:3-11, and Luke 22:3-6.
On Wednesday Jesus rested; He allowed a woman to pour expensive ointment on His head. When His disciples exclaimed at the price of the oil and what they considered a waste, Jesus responded,

“For you always have the poor with you, and whenever you want, you can do good for them. But you will not always have me. She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for burial.” -Mark 14:7-8
The Gospel Transformation Bible notes, “The woman’s extravagant generosity in pouring out her ‘very expensive ointment’ on Jesus stands in stark contrast to the greed that drove Judas to betray Jesus for thirty pieces of silver. The condition of one’s heart will reveal itself in one’s actions.”

For thirty pieces of silver, Judas gave over a life. In Zechariah 11:12 we also see the price of thirty pieces of silver. The NIV Biblical Theology Study Bible reminds us that this was the price of a slave as cited in Ex. 21:32; D.A. Carson, the general editor, continues, “This payoff is an insult that utterly rejects God as shepherd . . . Matthew sees this same scenario of rejecting God played out again when Judas betrays Jesus, the Good Shepherd for 30 pieces of silver.”
Day 5: Maundy Thursday - From the Latin "Mandatum" Translated “Commandment”

The events of Maundy Thursday are recorded in Matthew 26:17-75, Mark 14:12-72, Luke 22:7-71, and John 13:1-18:27. 
Maundy Thursday covers the washing of the disciples’ feet, the announcement of Jesus' coming betrayal, the Passover meal, prayer at the Mount of Olives, and ultimately His arrest in Gethsemane. As Ramsey comments, Jesus isn’t just there to pray at the Mount of Olives . . . He is there to wait. He knows what’s coming, He has been waiting for it, and He is ready to fulfill His promise.

John 13:19-20:

“But the Scripture will be fulfilled, 'He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.' I am telling you this now, before it takes place, that when it does take place you may believe that I am he. Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the one I send receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me." *The Scripture is Psalm 41:9
Later this night the Sanhedrine met to decide Jesus’ fate, and they called for His death.
Day 6: Good Friday - The Son of Man Has Come to Die

The events of Good Friday are recorded in Matthew 27:1-61, Mark 15:1-47, Luke 23:1-56, and John 18:28-19:41. 
Today is the day Jesus was delivered over to Pilate the governor of Judaea. When Pilate asked Jesus if He was King of the Jews, He responded that Pilate had said so. Still, Pilate believed Jesus had done nothing deserving of death and tried to free Him by asking the people which prisoner they wanted released (as was custom)—but the people shouted Barabbas. Even at the urging of his wife not to harm this man because of a dream she had, Pilate continued on in the death proceedings. Jesus was beaten, mocked, and crucified—but there was something different about His death.

Mark 15:37-39 states,

“And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, 'Truly this man was the Son of God!'”

Ramsey expresses,

“Never before or since has more been lost and gained at the same time. The world gained the atoning sacrifice of Christ. But for those present, either the significance of the moment is lost on them or their hearts break as the One they thought to be the Savior of the world dies at the hands of Rome. They can’t stop it, and they don’t realize it’s for them. They hoped in him, and though he’d told them he would suffer many things and rise three days later (Mark 8:31), how could they have possibly known this was what he meant?“
Day 7: Holy Saturday - Jesus’ Body Lay Dead in the Tomb

Matthew 27:62-66 reveals:
“The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, "Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, 'After three days I will rise. 'Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, 'He has risen from the dead,' and the last fraud will be worse than the first." Pilate said to them, "You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can." So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard.”

Less is written about this day in Scripture than any other day in Holy Week, but this is the only full day where Jesus’ body lay buried. As Ramsey writes, the chief priests may have scoffed at Jesus’ prophecy, but they did not forget it. The religious leaders were paranoid that something might happen still, which is why they asked for the extra security.
Day 8: Resurrection Sunday - He Is Risen Indeed!

The events of Resurrection Sunday are recorded in Matthew 28:1-20, Mark 16:1-8, Luke 24:1-53, and John 20:1-21:25. 
Some of the women disciples went to the tomb to prepare Jesus’ body with burial spices and oils, but they found that the stone had been rolled away and the body was missing. Luke 24:4-8 tells us,

“While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, "Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise." And they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest.” 

He was not there. He is risen! But Jesus wasn’t a martyr for a cause as Ramsey explains, “No one took his life from him. He laid it down. For whom? For his flock, his people.” He continues,

“Easter says of Jesus, ‘He meant it! He meant to lay down his life for you. And as surely as he has taken it up again, he knows you and loves you.’”

To read Russ Ramsey's article in its entirety please visit TheGospelCoalition.org. 
The life, death, and resurrection of Jesus was not an accident, it was full of purpose for God’s glory and our salvation.

Reflect on these eight days of Easter during this year's Holy Week, and read the Scriptures prayerfully with purpose. Share this wonderful truth with your family and friends as you prepare for Easter. 

Based on the article "The 8 Days of Easter: What You Need to Know."

Crosswalk.com

     Lessons for April    

 April 1st: Maundy Thurs: Exodus 12:1-4,(5-10); Psalm 116:1,10-17;1 Corinthians 11:23-  26;
                     John 13:1-17,31b-35

         2nd: Good Friday: Isaiah 52:13—53:12;  Psalm 22;  Hebrews 20:16-25; John  18:18:1—   
                     19:42

      3rd: Holy Sat.: Job 14:1-14; Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16;  1 Peter 4: 1-8; Matthew 27:57-66
The Great Vigil of Easter: The litany is found in the BCP on pages 288-391. 
      4th:  Easter Sunday: Acts 10:34-41; Psalm 118:14-24; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11;  John 20:1-18              

         11th:   Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133; 1 John 1:1—2:2;  John 20:19-31
       18th:   Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4; 1 John 3:1-7;  Luke 24:36b-48
       25th:   Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23; 1 John 3: 16-24;  John 10:11-18

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*
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Happy and Blessed Easter Season! Just a note from the ladies of Saint Catherine of Sienna, DOK. We had a good meeting in March, Beth, as usual, lead us beautifully through our lesson on our journey to welcoming our new Sisters. 
Great discussions on working on our DOK wall, Easter greetings for nursing home residents and discussing upcoming project. As usual love, energy and companionship abound. 
If any of you ladies would like to attend our next meeting please feel  free to join us.  Meeting time is 9:30, April 10 in the Parrish Hall. 

Love and wishing God’s blessings to All,

In His Name,

Peggy Addington, President 
*****************************************************************************************************************************

The Order of the Daughters of the King Florida Spring Assembly will be held Saturday, April 17, at Trinity Parish, St. Augustine. The event begins with a Service of Holy Eucharist at 10 a.m. (in-person and live streamed) followed by a Business Meeting at 11:15 in Trinity Hall as well as Zoom. Guest speaker will be Province IV Assembly Jane Searcy from Alabama.
St. Monica Chapter is proud to host this assembly as part of the 200th Celebration this year at Trinity Parish. Officers for the 2021-2024 Triennium will be installed and members will vote on revised bylaws.
To register, please contact Margaret Miles: mawiles@bellsouth.net by April 15.

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*
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         We are in the process of collecting historical information for St. Bartholomew’s 125th Anniversary to be recorded in book form.
       The first 100 years written by H. F. and Katherine Williams has been completed in digital form. 
       Your help is needed for compiling facts, pictures, and stories for the past 25 years along with  names and dates.   Send me your memories as soon as possible. 
       Your info would be greatly appreciated in keeping St. Bartholomew’s history documented.
Jane Woodward

Email jpwoodward@gmail.com or in person.
*****************************************************************************************************************************
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