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--------Vicar’s Message-------- 

 
 

Grace, peace, and the love of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 

     Our Christmas Eve Eucharist with Lessons and Carols was filled with our Lord’s love and 
gave to all His blessing of eternal joy. I was overcome with the attendance we had for this most 
wonderful service of the Christian year.  To the St. Bart’s families thank you for reaching out to 
our Lord with your support for His work. The Father’s gift of His Son to make His Word come 
alive among us, by healing our pain and sorrows, and by bringing promises of a great everlasting 
life renews our desire to participate in His work. 
     Happy New Year takes on a whole new meaning as we wake up to what God has done for 
us. We have much work waiting as we bring to the High Springs community the message of 
God’s love and embrace those that the Lord brings to us. We may be a small congregation but 
numbers are not a measure God uses. Our size of our love for Him and for others that God calls 
us to serve is the measure He uses. The root of St. Bart’s existence is the bond of friendship and 
support we have for each other built on our desire to serve our Lord Jesus Christ.  
     Although I have no idea of where the Lord will lead us in 2020, I do know that He will lead 
us safely and securely through any storms that may come our way so long as we keep our trust in 
His leadership and are faithful in our sincere worship and love of Him. Challenges can paralyze a 
church or they can strengthen a church. Like you I love our historic church but historic means 
ageing and it looks like we are going to need some significant maintenance done if we are to pass 
the church on to future generations. We have established a committee to prioritize the work and 
get estimates. Once this is done we will be able to define for the members the support we will 
need. With our Lord’s guidance I am confident that we as a church community will meet the 
challenge and move forward.  
     Our strength is always in the Lord! So let’s not get consumed too much on the maintenance 
challenge and forget our primal need to worship and grow in love and fellowship with one 
another and with our Lord. I look forward to 2020 bringing new members into our St. Bart’s 
family not to mention the fun we have every year as we grow together spiritually in the Name of 
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the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Beth, Zach, and I wish to all a very healthy, happy, and 
prosperous 2020! Happy New Year! 
Much love to all,  fr lance+ 
                      
 
*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*                                             
Editor’s Note 
 We hope you are enjoying the Newsletter and we welcome your comments and suggestions.   
Deadline for next issue is January 19, 2020. 
Contact: Annette Jones - (386) 454-8585   pgrscoot97@aol.com  
 

 
 

 From our Senior Warden...    Carol Griffin  386-497-2292 

 
 

The New Year is upon us. This time of year we often take time to 
reflect on our lives and consider “resolutions” for the upcoming year.  

What could we have done better? How can we improve our lives and the lives around us?  God 
in his infinite wisdom has provided each of us with all we need; we just need to look inside 
ourselves (reflect) and determine the gift he has provided.    I have seen the evidence within St. 
Bart’s of our congregation using their gifts (talents) for the betterment of the church.  Just 
recently our “Angels without Wings” have cleaned the flower beds, planted seasonal flowers, 
trimmed hedges and painted the front porch.  In addition to these “extra” or above and beyond 
activities, we have “Angels” throughout the year preparing newsletters,  weekly bulletins, 
cleaning the Parrish Hall and Church, mowing, picking up flowers for the Altar, maintaining the 
Church website, volunteering for Sunday Refreshments, preparing the Altar, cleaning the linens, 
counting the donations, maintaining the building and property, purchasing supplies, teaching our 
youth, organizing a Thanksgiving food drive for the community, not to mention all the duties our 
capable Treasurer performs.  It is a joint effort and responsibility of each of us in and for the 
church. 
We all have something to contribute in addition to our monetary support.  The start of a new year 
is an opportune time to look into your heart and evaluate what gift/talent you could offer for the 
benefit of St. Bart’s.   You may even have an idea for something new or different for St.  Bart’s.  
When you serve the Lord with the gift he has given you, you glorify His name and bring 
blessings to others.  The gifts He has given you are not meant for you, but for others.  If you 
would like to volunteer or discuss how you can help, please let one of your Mission Board 
Members know. We can all work together to make a stronger Church.  “For the gifts and the 
calling of God are irrevocable.”  Romans 11:29 (NRSV) 
 
Consider a New Year’s resolution:  “stay involved and get involved”. 
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I continue to wish all of my St. Bartholomew’s family health, joy and blessings in the New Year.  
“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of 
you has received. “  1 Peter 4:10 (NRSV). 
 

-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*- 
 

This month, the first in the new year ahead of us,  the newsletter will include some scriptures 

dealing with “new things.” 

 

1. A New Creation   2 Corinthians 5:17 – “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is 

a new creation, old things have passed away; behold, all things have become 

new.” 
 

-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*- 

 

 

THANKSGIVING BASKET PROJECT 
 

I would like to thank everyone who helped with the 2019 Thanksgiving Basket 
Project.  Everyone generously contributed to the collection of food and gift cards 

for this project, which made it a success.  Twenty-five families received food baskets for a 
complete Thanksgiving Dinner.  The baskets included:  canned vegetables, canned pumpkin for 
pies, canned cranberry sauce, instant potatoes, stuffing mix, corn bread muffin mix, packaged 
gravy mix, packaged pie crust mix, marsh-mallows, $10 food gift card, information about St. 
Bartholomew's church, and a Gideon Bible.  The High Springs Fire Department assisted with the 
distribution throughout the community as well.  I'd like to thank everyone for all the help in 
completing this project, as well as Jane, Sharon, Nancy, Carol, Marge and Cornelia.  If I didn't 
mention your name, I am still thanking you for all you have done. We are a blessed church with 
good people who care about their community and its citizens.  God Bless us all!! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rosina Dennis on behalf of the 
Thanksgiving Basket Project 
 
-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*- 
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 Hostess List for January                       
   

   Jan 5 –   Potluck               Jan 12 – Cornelia/ Ruthann  
           

          Jan 19 –   Marje/Sheryl S                                       Jan 26 – Kalynn/Peggy 
 
Note:  If you would like to volunteer to bring a light snack and drink for after a10 am Church Service, 

please contact Nancy Brewer at 386-496-3445.   
 

-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*- 

 

      2. A New Heart    Ezekiel 36:26 – “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit 

within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of 

flesh.” 

-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*- 

                 ��   Lessons for January   �� 
January 5th

:  Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 84:1-8; Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a;  

      Luke 2:41-52  

             12th:  Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29 ; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17                                           

           19th :   Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-12; 1Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42                    
   26th:   Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1,5-13; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18;  

                Matthew 4:12-23 

-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*- 

 

     ]tÇâtÜç U|Üà{wtçá                        TÇÇ|äxÜátÜ|xá |Ç ]tÇâtÜç     
 
Jan 4 – John Fifer            25 – Sam Tift                 22 – Samantha & Chris Ellison 
       7 – Diana Cason 26 – Zach Horne           
      10 – Cornelia Swann    26 – Stephanie Sauble 
      14 – Stacy Marston      26 – Michael Wright   
      22 – Carla Tibbits         28 – Tina Rodis 
 

 Congratulations to Each of YOU!  If your name does not appear here, please contact your Editor.    
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       3. A New Song   Psalm 98:1 -  – “Oh, sing to the Lord a new song! He has done 

marvelous things; His right hand and His holy arm have gained Him the victory.”     

-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-* 

 

                                                           
                    

 

   Childrens Activities and Family Fellowship   
Sunday School Teaching Schedule for 10am Services: 
 
Jan. 5th:  Sam 
   Betty 
 
Jan. 12th:  Ben 
   Sheryl                      
 
Jan. 19th:  Cherie 
   Sam 
 
Jan. 26th:  Sheryl 
   Cornelia 
 
 
Upcoming Children & Youth 
Events: 
 
~ Wed. Jan. 8th at 7pm: Youth 
Group Meeting 
 
~ Wed. Jan. 15th at 7pm: Youth Group Meeting 
 
~ Wed. Jan. 22nd at 7pm: Youth Group Meeting 
 
~ Wed. Jan. 29th at 6pm: Planning Meeting with Seniors 
    7pm: Youth Group Meeting 
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GREENING THE CHURCH  

 
 
 
�-No, no, decorate the church, not 
yourselves! 
 

 
 
Photos courtesy of Jane Woodward. 
 

-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-* 

       4. A New Day  Lamentations 3:22-23 – “Through the Lord’s mercies we are 

not consumed.  Because His compassions fail not. They are new every morning. 

Great is your faithfulness.” 

-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-* 
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CHRISTMAS PAGEANT    December 15, 2019 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
The performance was enjoyed by all, including our Chalicer, Neil, who sat behind our 
beautifully decorated tree. 
 

Photos by Cherie Harris and Jane Woodward. 
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Chalice Bearers          Lay Readers  
         January            January 
 
1/5  - Annette               1/5 –  Alex Matisco 
                                                                                    
1/12 –Gregg                                          1/12 –  Charles Jones 
           
1/19 – Margaret                                             1/19– Annette Jones  
                                                                                    
1/26 – Cherie                      1/26 – Margaret Palmer 
                                                                                    

-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-   
 
       5. A New Hope  Jeremiah 29:11  - “For I know the thoughts that I think 

toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a 

future and a hope.” 

 

-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-* 

 

  ngels Without Wings 
 

The porch of our church has a fresh coat of paint!  Two of our St. Bart’s 
“angels” are responsible. They beautify the church and glorify God through 
their  efforts. 

Our Angels without Wings for this month are…. 
                                                                     Neil Boyle and Pete Woodward    

-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-* 
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To place the Christmas Poinsettias in the Church, we formed a “Poinsettia 
Brigade”! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is the result… 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS 

                        OUR SAVIOR IS BORN!    


