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--------Vicar Message-------- 

 
Grace, peace, and the love of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 
     The Easter proclamation that Christ has risen from the dead is all one needs to say when it comes to why we 
want to be Christians.  Jesus made it clear to his disciples that he would rise from the dead and in so doing 
would set free from the bondage of death those that would believe in him and follow his commandments. The 
Father is glorified in our faithfulness to and belief in Jesus Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  
     St. Bartholomew’s is blessed with the presence of the Holy Spirit. So often I hear how we make everyone 
that visits feel welcome. Hospitality to the stranger, to the newcomer, is not about getting new members 
(although I certainly like that idea).  It is about glorifying God through the act of being friendly and wanting to 
hear their story.  As we await the second coming of our Lord we are called to serve one another, especially the 
stranger.   
     We are a unique small family size parish and as such we can get to know one another in fairly short order. 
We should make every effort to get to know those that have made St. Bart’s their spiritual home. Probably one 
of the easiest ways to do this is during coffee hour sit at a table of members that are not familiar to you. I know 
we all like our comfort zone of those close to us but why not expand that comfort zone and make new close 
acquaintances? Also, no table should ever have just one or two sitting at it especially if they are newcomers. If 
you see that happening, ask to join them.  Probably if we have too many tables with just one or two or none we 
should eliminate some tables. Of course a much better idea would be to fill the tables up.  
     We are a fairly close church family but we can still be a lot closer. Conversation often discloses a need that 
someone has that we can help. Each of us has unique gifts that can come to the rescue or maybe help our church 
as a whole grow further spiritually. We must not allow ourselves to become inactive or sit back and assume 
someone else will take care of the work of the church in helping others. Working for Christ is a 24/7 effort and 
a rewarding one at that. It takes a lot of helping hands to do a great job! 
     Wednesday 6 pm Eucharist will continue. If you cannot make one of the two Sunday services or if you just 
like a mid-week Eucharist this is for you. One of the great messages given to us during Holy Week is the 
importance of participating in the Eucharist regularly. The Eucharistic prayer is so important to our spiritual, 
mental, and physical health. Also after the service I will be offering training and continuing education programs 
for members wishing to explore their gifts in the church. More to come on these. 
     I thank the Lord for each of you in the work you do for St. Bartholomew’s. Much love and many blessings to 
each of you in this Easter Season.        fr lance+          
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 Editor’s Note 
. We hope you are enjoying the Newsletter and we welcome your comments and suggestions.   
Deadline for next issue is April 22nd.  
Contact: Annette Jones - (386) 454-8585   pgrscoot97@aol.com  
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